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The	Palm	Pre	has	been	out	for	nearly	two	weeks,	and	seems	to	be	doing	pretty	well.	But	some	numbers	have	surfaced	that	cast	a	shadow	over	the	device’s	success:	Pre	users	just	aren’t	downloading	many	apps,	despite	the	fact	that	there	seems	to	be	many	developers	ready	to	build	apps	for	the	phone.	The	data	comes	from	Medialets,	a	mobile	analytics
firm	that	has	been	sniffing	around	in	the	App	Catalog,	and	has	decided	that	only	about	660,000	downloads	have	occurred.	Assuming	some	200,000	Pres	have	sold–pretty	reasonable	given	that	some	50,000	were	sold	in	the	first	weekend–that’s	an	average	of	3	apps	per	user.		And	that	kind	of	spells	trouble	for	Palm,	since	app	sales	are	going	to	be	vital
to	push	the	sales	of	the	Pre	itself.	A	mere	three	apps	per	user	either	suggests	the	user’s	aren’t	into	downloading	apps,	which	is	unlikely,	or	there’s	some	other	blockage	going	on.	The	store	does	have	just	30-odd	apps	available,	which	will	play	into	the	sales	statistics,	and	they	simply	may	not	be	very	desirable	for	the	average	Pre	user.	Comparison	with
the	iPhone	situation	is	unavoidable,	since	it’s	that	smartphone	and	its	iTunes	App	Store	ecosystem	that	first	demonstrated	how	successful	a	business	cellphone	apps	could	really	be.	The	App	Store	surfaced	a	year	after	the	iPhone	itself,	so	there	was	a	lot	of	momentum	built	up	for	app	downloads	through	the	sheer	millions	of	iPhones	that	had	been	sold.
Nevertheless,	there	were	around	500	apps	available	on	launch	day,	and	they’ve	been	growing	in	numbers	ever	since,	and	being	downloaded	in	increasing	numbers	too.	Apple	announced	one	billion	downloads	in	April.	Apple’s	capitalizing	on	the	success	of	the	App	Store	and	has	used	it	often	in	its	publicity	to	drive	the	sales	of	the	iPhone	itself–the	more
powerful	3G	S	will	likely	enhance	matters	since	it’ll	be	more	capable	of	playing	games.	Of	course	the	Pre	is	new,	it’s	not	selling	in	as	large	numbers	as	the	iPhone	does	and	the	app	store	launched	the	same	time	as	the	device,	meaning	there	was	no	sales	momentum	built	up	to	drive	app	downloads.	So	the	picture	isn’t	as	bleak	as	comparisons	with	the
iPhone	might	suggest.	Nevertheless	it	is	worrying	for	the	long-term	future	of	the	device,	since	Palm’s	strategy	of	keeping	the	app	development	SDK	close	to	its	chest	may	not	have	been	the	smartest	move.	If	Palm	had	pushed	the	SDK	out	to	more	developers	ahead	of	the	Pre’s	launch,	the	App	Catalog	would	be	fuller	and	more	apps	would	have	been
sold.	That	would	unquestionably	boosted	the	buzz	about	the	Pre.	Instead	we’re	left	to	wonder	if	the	positive	buzz	about	the	phone	may	just	die	out,	because	it’s	definitely	not	getting	much	of	a	push	from	its	applications	sales.	That’s	a	situation	that	may	get	worse,	as	Palm	isn’t	due	to	release	the	SDK	until	late	summer.	[via	Electronista]		Managing	your
PC’s	downloads	folder	is	a	lot	like	dealing	with	e-mail:	if	you	don’t	have	a	good	strategy	to	stay	organized,	it	can	get	really	cluttered,	really	quickly.	Even	still,	many	of	us	treat	the	downloads	folder	as	a	dumping	ground.	It’s	a	place	we	pay	little	attention	to	except	for	those	odd	times	that	we	have	to	dive	in	to	find	a	specific	file	or	free	up	space	on	our
hard	drive.	Otherwise,	it’s	usually	out	of	sight	and	out	of	mind.	Don’t	let	the	digital	equivalent	of	shoveling	everything	in	the	closet	muck	up	your	PC.	These	two	quick	tips	can	make	it	easier	to	keep	your	files	under	control	and	find	the	files	you’re	looking	for	quickly.	Send	it	to	the	desktop	One	of	the	easiest	ways	to	manage	your	downloads	is	to	have
your	browsers	download	files	to	your	desktop	by	default.	Since	you’re	always	looking	at	your	desktop,	you’re	more	likely	to	keep	it	clean	by	deleting	files	you	no	longer	need.	Then,	when	you	download	something	new,	finding	it	on	the	desktop	is	much	easier,	because	it’s	one	of	the	few	files	sitting	on	your	desktop.	Here’s	how	to	adjust	your	browser’s
settings	to	send	downloads	to	the	desktop.	Chrome’s	Downloads	setting.	Chrome:	Click	the	“hamburger”	menu	icon	in	the	upper-right	corner	and	go	to	Settings	>	Show	advanced	settings…	>	Downloads.	Click	the	Change…	button,	select	your	desktop	in	the	window	that	pops	up,	and	click	OK.	Firefox’s	Options	window.	Firefox:	Click	the	“hamburger”
menu	icon	in	the	upper-right	corner	and	select	Options.	In	the	new	window	that	opens,	open	the	General	tab	and	then	click	the	Browse…	button	under	the	Downloads	heading.	Next,	choose	your	Desktop	in	the	File	Explorer	window	that	opens	and	click	Select	Folder.	Internet	Explorer:	Click	on	the	settings	cog	in	the	upper	right	corner	and
choose	View	downloads.	In	the	next	window	that	opens,	clickOptions	in	the	lower	right-hand	corner.	Another	window	will	open;	click	the	Browse…	button	and	then	choose	your	desktop	in	the	File	Explorer	window	that	opens.	Tweak	File	Explorer	File	Explorer	in	Windows	8.1.	If	you	don’t	like	using	your	desktop	as	a	download	dumping	ground,	or	for
those	odd	times	your	browser	preferences	are	ignored,	a	quick	setting	in	File	Explorer	can	really	help	you	find	a	recent	download	in	no	time	whatsoever.	Start	by	opening	File	Explorer	and	selecting	your	Downloads	folder	in	the	left-hand	navigation	column.	In	Windows	8.1,	you	should	see	four	columns	in	the	main	window:	Name,	Date	modified,	Type,
and	Size.	By	default,	File	Explorer	organizes	your	downloads	folder	by	name.	That’s	a	great	default	setting	for	most	folders,	but	with	Downloads—where	you	may	not	even	know	the	name	of	the	file	you’re	looking	for—it’s	not	ideal.	Instead,	click	the	“Date	modified”	column	until	you	see	a	downward	facing	arrow	above	the	column	title.	That	will
automatically	put	your	most	recent	downloaded	files	at	the	top	of	the	folder,	making	them	much	easier	to	find.	File	Explorer	will	remember	your	choice	and	every	time	you	open	your	downloads	folder	it	will	be	organized	by	date	in	descending	order.	Simple,	but	effective!	Firefox:	If	you've	used	a	BitTorrent	search	engine	that	lists	lots	of	torrents	but
doesn't	actually	host	any	torrent	files	(like	Torrentz),	most	of	the	time	you	still	have	to	go	to	other	third-party	sites	for	the	download.	Not	so	with	Magnetiser.When	you	search	a	torrent	aggregation	site	like	Torrentz,	all	you	see	are	links	to	external	sites	hosting	the	torrent	file.	Most	of	the	time	that	means	you'll	need	to	click	through	to	other	sites	to
hunt	for	the	download	link	to	the	torrent	you're	looking	for.	However,	BitTorrent	clients	like	uTorrent	support	magnet	links,	which,	for	the	purpose	of	BitTorrent,	allow	users	to	start	downloads	without	an	actual	torrent	file.Once	installed,	Firefox	extension	Magnetiser	monitors	your	searches	on	Torrentz	(the	largest	BitTorrent	search	engine	that
doesn't	host	torrent	files)	or	isoHunt.	If	it	detects	that	you're	on	a	torrent's	detail	page,	you'll	see	"Magnetise"	in	the	Firefox	status	bar.	Click	on	Magnetise	to	open	the	torrent	in	your	default	BitTorrent	client.If	you're	not	sure	when	this	could	come	in	useful,	all-things-BitTorrent	weblog	TorrentFreak	makes	a	good	case:	"Not	only	does	it	save	time,	it
also	comes	in	handy	when	a	torrent	is	no	longer	available	on	the	external	site."	It's	also	useful	for	people	with	ISPs	or	IT	people	who	block	.torrent	file	downloads.Magnetise	hasn't	yet	been	approved	at	Mozilla's	Add-on	site,	but	you	can	download	the	magnetiser.zip,	change	the	file	extension	from	ZIP	to	XPI,	then	drag	and	drop	the	XPI	into	Firefox.	(A
bit	of	a	hassle,	we	know.	When	it	is	approved,	it	should	be	available	with	a	click-to-install	here.)Have	you	ever	used	magnet	links	for	your	BitTorrent	downloads?	Let's	hear	about	it	in	the	comments.Magnetiser	[Rohitab	via	TorrentFreak]	How	to	Copyright	Music	&	Lyrics	What	Are	Computer	Productivity...	How	to	Attach	a	Newsletter	in	iContact	What
Is	Affiliate	Marketing?	How	to	Embed	a	Newsletter	in	an...	How	to	Respond	to	a	BBB	Complaint	What	Is	a	PayPal	ID?	How	to	Start	a	Blog	How	to	Add	a	Copyright	to	Pictures	How	to	sell	music	on	bandcamp	How	to	Make	Money	By	Posting	Links...	Using	cURL	to	retrieve	the	output	of	a	file	only	takes	a	few	more	characters.	Saving	a	file	with	a	remote
file	name	can	save	the	output	to	a	local	file	in	the	current	working	directory.	Using	the	output	redirection	operator	in	Linux,	you	can	use	the	output	append	operator	to	write	the	output	into	a	specific	file.	If	the	target	server	responded	with	the	HTTP	redirection	code	(3xx)	for	the	requested	file,	the	local	file	you	downloaded	would	be	empty.	If	you	want



to	download	multiple	files	with	a	single	command,	you	have	to	add	the	sizeof-r	to	the	cURL.Husband	/	Father	/	Software	EngineerIf	you	have	ever	used	cURL	to	retrieve	the	output	of	a	file,	believe	me,	saving	that	output	to	a	file	only	takes	a	few	more	characters.Example	#1:	Saving	a	file	with	the	remote	file	nameYou	can	use	the	-O	or	--remote-
name	option	to	save	the	output	to	a	local	file	in	the	current	working	directory	using	the	remote	file	name.$	curl	-O	this	example,	the	./README	file	will	be	created	or	overwritten.Example	#2:	Saving	a	file	with	another	file	nameYou	can	use	the	-o	or	--output	option	followed	by	a	file	name	you	want	to	save	the	output.$	curl	-o	my-readme-file	$	curl	-o
~/save/to/other/path	to	the	above	example,	the	output	file	will	be	created	or	overwritten.Example	#3:	Saving	a	file	using	the	output	redirection	operatorIn	Linux,	you	can	use	the	output	redirection	operator	>	to	write	the	output	to	a	specific	file.$	curl	>	~/save/to/specific/pathIf	you	want	to	append	the	output	to	that	file,	you	can	use	the	output	append
operator	>>	instead.Example	#4:	Downloading	multiple	files	with	a	single	commandIf	you	want	to	download	multiple	files,	you	can	add	more	-o	or	-O	options:$	curl	\	-O	\	-o	file-2	\	-o	file-3	#5:	Dealing	with	the	HTTP	redirectionIf	the	target	server	responded	with	the	HTTP	redirection	code	(3xx)	for	the	requested	file,	the	local	file	you	downloaded
would	be	empty.	In	this	case,	you	have	to	add	the	-L	or	--location	option	to	tell	cURL	to	follow	the	redirects.$	curl	-L	-O	can	use	the	--max-redirs		option	to	specify	the	maximum	number	of	redirects	will	be	followed	to	avoid	infinite	redirection-followings:$	curl	-L	--max-redirs	10	-O	this	example,	after	10	attempts,	cURL	will	throw	an	error	and	abort	the
download	process.Example	#6:	Speed	limitingIf	you	want	to	limit	the	downloading	speed,	you	can	use	the	--limit-rate		option	to	set	the	maximum	number	of	bytes	downloaded	per	second.	The	number	of	bytes	can	be	abbreviated	by	appending	a	suffix:	kilobytes	(k	or	K),	megabytes	(m	or	M),	and	gigabytes	(g	or	G).To	limit	512	bytes/second	and	2
megabytes/second:$	curl	--limit-rate	512	-O	$	curl	--limit-rate	2M	-O	#7:	Downloading	a	part	of	a	filecURL	allows	you	to	download	a	part	of	a	file	by	using	the	-r		or	--range		option.For	example,	to	get	the	first	500	bytes	of	a	file:$	curl	-r	0-500	-O	get	the	last	300	bytes	of	a	file:$	curl	-r	-300	-O	#8:	Resuming	downloading	a	fileWhat	would	you	do	if	the
download	process	was	interrupted,	for	example,	you	pressed	Ctrl	+	C?	Re-download?Do	not!	Because	cURL	supports	resuming	a	file	downloading	process	at	the	given	offset	by	the	-C		option.	If	you	do	not	know	the	exact	value	of	the	offset,	do	not	worry,	you	just	need	to	specify	-C	-	to	tell	cURL	to	automatically	find	out	that	value.$	curl	-C	-	-O	#9:
Using	basic	authenticationIf	the	requested	file	requires	basic	authentication,	you	need	to	use	the	-u	option	followed	by	the	credential	which	is	in	the	form	of	user:password:$	curl	-u	user:password	-O	read	more	about	basic	authentication,	you	can	read	the	article	3	methods	to	use	basic	authentication	with	cURL.Example	#10:	Using	a	proxyIf	you	want
to	use	a	proxy	to	download	a	file,	you	need	to	use	-x	option	followed	by	the	proxy	address,	say		:$	curl	-x	-O	see	more	examples,	you	can	read	the	article	How	to	use	a	proxy	with	cURL.Example	#11:	Entering	the	silent	modeIf	you	do	not	want	cURL	to	show	the	progress	meter	or	error	messages,	you	can	use	the	-s	or	--silent	option:$	curl	-s	-O	published
at	Tru	BlogL	O	A	D	I	N	G.	.	.	comments	&	more!
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